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Culture
Unthanksgiving Day serves as a reminder of the 1969 Alcatraz Occupation and aims to dispel the traditional Thanksgiving mythology. (Image Courtesy Vogue)

By Kiera O’Hara-Heinz
News Reporter

With Thanksgiving marking the
start of the holiday season, a few
things may come to mind. Pie, maybe? Or presents? How about protests? While many of us likely spent
Thanksgiving day feasting on turkey, a very different celebration was
taking place on Alcatraz Island. Unthanksgiving Day is an annual event
that honors Indigenous peoples of
the Americas and commemorates
the 1969 occupation of Alcatraz Island by Indigenous activists.
The sunrise ceremony is attended
annually by local community members, Native American activists, and
representatives from many different
social action groups and tribes. At-

tendees gather to acknowledge the
survival and the genocide of Native
American’s following European colonization, and the event serves as
a counter-celebration for the traditional American Thanksgiving
which celebrates the story of Pilgrims sharing a meal with members
of the Wampanoag tribe in Massachusetts.
A similar type of ceremony, the
National Day of Mourning, takes
place on the East Coast in Plymouth
Massachusetts. The National Day of
Mourning acknowledges the past
and present struggles of Native people and aims to dispel the Thanksgiving mythology.
Saturday, November 20th marked
the 52nd anniversary of the begin-

ning of the Alcatraz Occupation
where Native American activists
and supporters lived on the island
to protest the Treaty of Fort Laramie, which promised that unused
and abandoned federal lands would
be returned to the Natives that the
land belonged to. The occupation
is remembered as one of the most
important events in modern Native
American history and in the American Indian civil rights movement.
The Occupation started in 1969
and lasted 19 months, ending in
June 1971 when the protest was
forcibly ended by the United States
government. Hundreds of people
occupied the island including families, who sought to turn the former
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The Journey of an Afghan Journalist

Kamryn Sobel
News Reporter
On Wednesday, November 17th, the Center
for Women & Gender Equity (CWGE), Women’s & Gender Studies Program, Ethnic Studies
Program, and the Muslim Student Associated
(MSA) partnered to host journalist Khwaga
Ghani, who shared her experience of leaving Afghanistan during the Taliban takeover,
voiced her concerns for what she left behind,
and revealed her hopes for the future. Dr. Myrna Santiago and Sharon Sobotta facilitated the
discussion.
“It was chaos,” Ghani stated, as she explained
the beginnings of what it was like to leave Afghanistan. “There were so many people on the
street trying to get in the airport, so many cars.
It took us around 3 to 4 hours to get to the gate.”

After staying two nights at the airport waiting
for a military plane to take her and her family
to Qatar, they finally made it onto a plane with
approximately 400 other passengers. In the
airplane, Ghani described that there were no
seats, leaving the ground of the plane as their
only option. After reaching Qatar in 4 hours,
the passengers remained inside the hot plane
for another 7 more long hours. As another
day passed, a soldier reported to her and the
other people with her that they had to leave.
Her next stop was Germany, meaning another
week of waiting for where they would be going
next.
After waiting for where their next step would
be, Ghani and others arrived in Washington
D.C., and from there, they were sent to Fort
McCoy, Wisconsin, where they stayed for a

month and a half and were given Humanitarian Parole status. Ghani shares she still isn’t
clear on what that status actually means. “We
went through so much. But I can’t complain,
we had all of the emergency facilities that
we needed. The only thing that was missing
from us was clothes,” said Ghani. Fortunately,
Ghani explained how she had family in California who were able to send them clothes, as
the weather in Wisconsin was cold with rain.
Ghani continues with her worries about others that were in the same position, “How are
they going to survive? There were many people
that didn’t know the language and they didn’t
understand rules, regulations, and how this
country is, geographically. Nothing.”
Continued on Page 2
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prison into a Native American
cultural center. The protestors
faced many obstacles at the
hands of the United States
government who cut electrical service and telephone
lines.
The proclamation of the occupiers, who organized themselves under the name Indians
of All Tribes, hoped that the

“To act upon one’s conviction while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when
it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice-”
-Ted Turner

reclamation of Alcatraz would
serve as a symbolic reminder of the oppression faced by
Native people at the hands of
colonizers.
“It would be fitting and symbolic that ships from all over
the world, entering the Golden Gate, would first see Indian
land, and thus be reminded of
the true history of this nation,”
the proclamation stated. “This

tiny island would be a symbol
of the great lands once ruled
by free and noble Indians.”
Though the occupation was
eventually forcibly ended, it
is still celebrated as a success
for bringing increased attention to the plight of Indigenous peoples. The legacy of
this peaceful protest lives on
in the annual celebration on
Alcatraz island.

The Journey of an Afghan Journalist

Continued from Page 1

Dr. Santiago asked, “What are your main
concerns for the ones who are here and
the ones who couldn’t leave?” To this,
Ghani answered that financial problems
for her family still remaining in Afghanistan were her biggest worry. With not
being able to work and provide, “everyday life has become miserable in Afghanistan.” Without financial stability, she
worries that those in Afghanistan will
die from starvation or from the weather
changing in the colder months. She continued to voice her concerns for the people remaining in Afghanistan in terms
of the lack of medical supplies. “They
don’t have medicine. They are out of everything.” Ghani worries about medical
attention for her diabetic mother, as her
insulin supply is running low and they
are struggling to find more.
Life in the last 20 years in Afghanistan
consisted of women having the opportunity to speak up and be educated about
their rights, however, Ghani states that
there was a need for another 20 years of
American presence in order for them to
keep progressing as a country. Currently, after the Taliban took over, women are
now scared of even leaving their houses

By David Garza
News Reporter

The Collegian is the official newspaper of Saint
Marys College, published weekly, except during
examination periods and academic recesses. The
Collegian reserves the right to hold and edit all
submitted materials, solicited and unsolicited.
The Collegian’s Editorial Board is comprised of all
oversight staff members. Other opinions expressed
are not necessarily endorsed by The Collegian, its
contributors and/or advertisers. Advertisers do not
necessarily reflect the view of The Collegian. The
Collegian strives for accuracy and fairness in the
reporting of news. If a report is wrong or misleading, a request for a correction or clarification may
be made.

Pie? Or Protests?

From sleepless nights to uncertainty, a reporter shares her experience of leaving Afghanistan during the Taliban takeover, voices her concerns for what she left behind, reveals
her hopes for the future (Image Courtesy of UC Berkeley)

without a male companion. “Everything
fell apart so quickly,” said Ghani. Life
for Ghani and her family now consists
of uncertainty and wishes that there was
a better system for those arriving in the
United States from Afghanistan. “We
don’t know where we are and who is
going to help us. They do not have any
information when they come here.”
“I am trying to understand everything.
I have a hard time thinking about what

I went through and what I left behind. I
hope that one day I can go back and do
what I was doing,” Ghani concluded.
For those wondering how to help, the Afghan Relief Effort asks those with an extra cell phone to donate them, as Afghan
refugees are in need of a form of communication. Posting on social media and donating to the various fundraisers are also
helpful, as this supports those suffering
directly.

The Major of the Future

Deciding on a college major can be
hard for anyone. But if you’re still uncertain of your major, look no further than
the new Data Science major. Professor
Ameera Ibrahim detailed the battle to
get Data Science to SMC as a full on major, as opposed to a minor, which it had
only been offered as before.
“The effort started a year ago, at the
department of business analytics. We
talked to students to gauge what their
interests are, and also spoke to people
who worked in the industry about how
it was evolving. Once we realized how
strong the demand was, we proposed a
potential program on campus, and talked at length about how it would benefit
students.”

For all the liberal arts majors out there,
this subject sounds confusing, and even
intimidating. What exactly is Data Science?
“Data Science is an interdisciplinary
field that combines domain expertise
with programming skills,” Professor
Ibrhaim explains. “The key is to extract
value from data, and figure out how to
get value from massive amounts of data.
Sometimes, if the insights aren’t immediately apparent, you have to build algorithms and models to gain insight. Businesses use this all the time, so that they
can improve their business relations.”
If that sounds even more confusing and
abstract, Professor Ibrahim has a number of real-world examples to help illustrate her point.
“A very modern, relatable application

would be when you type something into
Google and it generates accurate results,”
Professor Ibrahim explained. “That’s all
machine learning that knows what to
generate. Another example is when you
get things recommended to you, say by
Amazon or something, based on your
search or purchase history. This kind of
stuff is all linked together.”
A more complex example that might
present itself in the real world would
have to do with using data to make complex decisions that can have a major societal impact.
“A practical example would be in the
field of healthcare analytics” Professor
Ibrahim says. “Right now I’m analyzing
data from sepsis patients admitted to the
Continued on Next Page
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The Major of the Future

hospital over the last six years. We’re trying to predict
how to enhance treatment for these patients. We can
predict how quickly things will deteriorate, and use
that model to predict the future so that the patient can
make the best decision for what their next step in treatment will be.”
While all of this may sound very math-intensive, Professor Ibrahim takes care to note that this major isn’t
limited to STEM majors.
“For the major, I would recommend any student who
sees themselves as good critical thinkers, and problem
solvers. Even if they’ve never tried programming before, they can do it on a minor scale and decide if it’s for
them. For the minor, I think everyone should take it.
Almost every field involves data now, so it would make
sense to have at least some understanding of what it
means to analyze it.”
Professor Ibrahim’s statement is correct. Data science
is quickly becoming one of the most popular fields
out there. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor and
Statistics, data science is expected to grow 31 percent
between 2019 and 2029. This is astonishing when you
consider that the average growth rate for most jobs is
only 4 percent. For Professor Ibrahim, the major is only

In such uncertain times, it can be difficult to know how to prepare for the future. One of the biggest problems facing
new students is what they should major in. Luckily, the Business Analytics department has come together to establish a
new major for any tentative freshman unsure of their major: Data Science. (Image Courtesy of Pacific University)

the start of the field’s growth and potential at SMC.
“At some point anyone dealing with data will have to
have some kind of background in these skills” Professor Ibrahim muses. “I think it will be especially important at SMC, because here we’re teaching students to be

critical thinkers, which is very different from being a
mere problem solver. SMC also places a strong emphasis on ethics and responsibility, which makes me confident that future data scientists coming out of SMC will
use their skills in a responsible and ethical manner.”

Middle School-Esque Sacrilege or Harmless Jokes?

Students weigh-in on the Instagram page “Saint Mary’s Virginity Club”

By Jacqueline Mastrelli
Contributing News Reporter

“Welcome to Saint Mary’s Virginity
Club. We take pride in our ability to
leave room for Jesus and have fun!
(Not affiliated with Saint Mary’s
College)” is the Instagram bio that
students are greeted with after receiving a follow request from the
anonymous account.
The anonymous author(s) create
posts that attempt to tiptoe along
a line of seriousness and sarcasm.
Using cheugy templates from Canva, they create posts such as: “Can
I join Virginity Club if I’m a previous s*x haver?” “Is masturbation a
sin?” and “SMC Virginity Club Finals Week Tips!” In the comment
section, you’ll find students chiming in with comments such as, “It’s
no coincidence that burning in hell
for eternity and pre-marital sex
rhyme” and “It’s not premarital sex

(Image Courtesy Instagram)

if you never get married.”
But none of it is original. The
page is a copy of the “Brigham
Young Virginity Club” Instagram
account that, since September
2020, has captured the interest
of 38,000 Instagram users across
the country. Even managing to
repeatedly sell out on a series of
merchandise releases, such as a
“Say no to Satan’s cocktail of sex
and drugs” satirical retro t-shirt,
as well as faux virginity pledge
cards, and a “Purity Power Virgin of the Week” sweatshirt. Since
then, students nationwide have
been starting up “clubs” for their
own schools; search “virginity
club” in Instagram and you’ll be
recommended a slew of identical
pages from Yale, Cal Poly, USF,
and many more.
But the Saint Mary’s Virginity
Club page hasn’t experienced the
same success. The account mass
followed 577 SMC students but
less than half of them returned
the favor, giving them a negative
following-to-follower ratio of 1:5. In a post on May 5th, 2021 they
announced that they “are currently in the process of making Virgin
Club merch, stay tuned for more
info!” But no announcement or
mentions of the merch have been

made since.
So who created the anonymous Instagram page? “I have no idea” reported senior Teresa Martinez, and
she isn’t alone, as none of the students interviewed knew who was
behind the account. And the anonymous creator likely wants it to keep
it that way, as they saw but ignored
Instagram DM requests for comments on the story. But students are
still speculating. Sophomore Abby
Wall, who is active in the account’s
comment sections, described the
mystery person as, “a very, very funny individual” and sees the account
as “kinda mocking the way religion
views sex since we’re at a Catholic
school and as college students, we
view the topic of sex in a very different way.”
But contrary to general assumptions, there are many SMC students
who do follow traditional religious
teachings on sex or at least have
respect for those who do. So while
most viewers of the page recognize
it is a joke, not everyone finds it
particularly funny. Such as Theology major and Bible study leader,
Alex Mendiola. When asked about
the page he said, “I can tell that it
is mostly an inside joke between
friends. I don’t think the account
creator(s) mean any serious harm.
However, I do think it’s kind of lame
to make fun of someone’s personal

decision to remain celibate. It specifically mocks the Christian view
on the nature of sex and marriage,
which borders sacrilege… overall
it feels very middle-school.” Communication major Blake Wickersham joined in and said, “If the page
was completely genuine, I would
think it’s really cool. I think it’s great
that people have strong values and
self-respect.”
As a community at Saint Mary’s
who strives to embrace religious
diversity, what do we think about
the page? Is it worth paying any attention to, or is it “just a meme” as
student Josh Camden describes it?

Do You Care?

Of Course You
Do.
Write Us A Letter
https://forms.gle/
zS8c9gQEtw1wfEQj9
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From the Archive
Re-Evaluating Public Safety’s Response to Active
Shooter Incident From 2019

By Ryan Ford
Visiting News Reporter

Students received a notification
from the LiveSafe app that there
was an active shooter on campus.
It was November 21st, 2019, and a
typical school day in the Fall semester quickly evolved into a campus-wide panic.
Christian Ferraria ‘21 remembers
the day vividly, “People in my class
ran to the teacher and told them
that there was a shooter threat. We
were then hiding under a desk away
from the window. Everybody was
scared and worried.
A member of Saint Mary’s faculty,
who wishes to remain anonymous,
shared their experience as someone who was teaching during the
episode. “I recall that I had no idea
anything was happening until the
students all started looking at their
phones. They informed me there
was an active shooter on campus.”
Students looked to their teachers
for guidance during this frightening time, but the teachers had not
been trained on how to handle
such situations. “I knew that it was
important that I remained calm and
appeared to know what I was doing.
In actuality, I never received any
training on what to do.”

This notification that students received was later described by James
A. Donahue (President Saint Mary’s
at that time), as “a lag between the
report to law enforcement and the
LiveSafe notification.” This was in a
statement students received the day
after the event, in which Donahue
confirmed that the alert was a false
alarm.
Not only did this false alarm create uncertainty for students who
thought they may be in a life-ordeath situation, but the school and
Public Safety added fire to the flames
in their slow response to the incident. Ferraria went on to say that
after 15 minutes of sheltering in the
classroom with his peers, they all
went back to their rooms and waited, “I kept checking my email and
did not receive any update from the
school regarding the situation. This
was very disappointing.”
An email was sent to students at
10:54 PM that night, in which Jane
Camarillo (Vice Provost for Student
Life) followed up on the incident by
stating that despite confusion and
conflicting reports, “there was no
active shooter on campus today.”
She went on to say that the person
suspected of being the active shooter
was not “a student or employee at

Saint Mary’s.”
Lack of communication from
Public Safety earned criticism.
Hampton Cantrell is the new
Executive Director of Public Safety
and Transportation at Saint Mary’s
and gave his perspective on the
incident. “In my experience, I
have handled several unfolding
emergency situations and recognize how challenging it can be
for authorities to face a dynamic,
evolving situation while gathering
accurate information for an alert
to the community.”
Cantrell went on to say that this
incident made it clear that a new
system of communication for
events like these is necessary. As
a result, Saint Mary’s has established SMART, which stands for
“Saint Mary’s Action and Response
Team.”
This team is led by Cantrell as
head of Public Safety, and includes
the Vice President of Student Life,
the Vice President of Facilities
Management, the Vice President of
Information Technology Services
and Chief Information Officer,
the Associate Provost for Faculty
Affairs, and the Director of Media
Relations, all of whom work together in an effort to “identify the

best way of delivering training and
messaging on a variety of different
emergency preparedness areas.”
When asked about Public Safety’s
response to the incident back in
2019, Ferraria answered, “I think the
school did not do a good enough
job in preparing for these incidents.”
Like many students and faculty, Ferraria felt that the situation did not
leave him feeling confident that the
school would be prepared if another
incident were to occur. An anonymous member of faculty echoed this
sentiment, “In retrospect, many of us
were disappointed that there hadn’t
been some forethought about training for this kind of an event.”
Now, Cantrell believes that the
right infrastructure is set in place to
help Saint Mary’s as a community
be better equipped to handle future
incidents. He went on to add that
he is currently in the final steps of
hiring an emergency preparedness
consultant who will “help update
and redesign the campus’ emergency
messaging and training.” In addition, Cantrell says that redesigned
training, “including training on
active shooter [alerts],” will be rolled
out during the spring semester.

The Cost of ‘Lasallian Ideals’
By Kamryn Sobel
News Reporter

From the early 2000s to the 2020s, is
‘Living Lasallian’ worth it?
In an article published in the early 2000s, previous
Collegian Editor-in-Chief Josh Farley
reported on how Saint Mary’s high tuition costs
made it hard to follow the teachings of St. John Baptist De La Salle’s, who founded the Institute of the
Brothers of the Christian Schools and is the patron
saint of Christian teachers.
The Lasallian educational tradition, being a distinguishing characteristic of Saint Mary’s, “Empowers
students to become whole persons—intellectually,
socially, emotionally and spiritually. This preparation for a full and rewarding life is grounded in the
belief that God is a living presence in all our lives
and it is guided by the five core principles that influence everything we do.”
As part of its Lasallian traditions, Saint Mary’s is
guided by four core principles: concern for the poor
and social justice, faith in the presence of God, quality education, respect for all persons, and fostering
an inclusive community. Saint Mary’s also describes
the sense of community that portrays these traditions. The student body, as well as faculty and staff,
show that although the Saint Mary’s community
comes from various backgrounds, and each member of the community has its differences, in the educational environment there is mutual respect and

understanding of others. The classroom setting allows an openness of the mind in dialogue, eagerness
to find the truth, and acceptance of others with both
their uniqueness and limitations. “Such a community nurtures an engagement in intellectual growth,
a spirit of faith and service to others, an active concern for justice, and sensitivity to the dignity of the
human person.”
However, what is the cost of these Lasallian ways?
Do transfer and working students get to experience
all of Saint Mary’s promises?
When the original article was published on this
topic, Saint Mary’s tuition was around $30,000 per
year. As it was described by Farley in the original article, “The increasing price of tuition may also make
the students pay the price of sacrificing the Lasallian education.” It was also reported in the original
article that both the transfer and working students
would have liked to experience and have a bigger
role within the Lasallian ways. They found it hard to
fully commit themselves to living Lasallian, as they
were either working to pay the cost of the tuition or
finding it hard to connect with the community.
Similarly, during the 2020-2021 school year, Saint
Mary’s decided on offering mostly virtual courses,
leading to parallel situations with the transfer and
working students within the original article. Today, the cost of attending Saint Mary’s is just above
$50,000, however, Saint Mary’s now offers many opportunities for those who want to experience Lasallian living.

(Image courtesy of Kiera O’Hara-Heinz)

The overall goal put into place by Saint Mary’s is to
make sure the community is abiding by the Lasallian
Core Principles that Saint Mary’s has established.
Despite the costly tuition, all students experience
Lasallian education by the commitment to education, faith, respect, and acceptance by the community. Ways that students can make the price worth
the ideology of Saint Mary’s, is to not only practice
the given principles but to take the opportunity of
experiencing a Lasallian Service Internship, participating in student service projects, or living in the
Lasallian Living Learning Community.
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Love Hard: A Kickstart to Netflix’s Holiday Movie Releases
By Isabelle Delostrinos
Culture Columnist

It’s officially that time of the year, new
cheesy holiday movies are back! First up,
we have Netflix’s Love Hard. This romantic comedy joins Netflix’s growing list of
original holiday movies. Last year the public was graced with The Princess Switch
starring Vanessa Hudgens, A Christmas
Prince, The Holiday Calendar, Klaus and
more. The streaming platform is continuously building up their resume as a producer of content and not just a source for
rewatching classic TV shows and movies.
They are constantly demonstrating their
ability to engage with every type of audience, this time trying to catch the attention
of rom-com-holiday cheer movie lovers.
Love Hard begins with an aerial view of
sunny Los Angeles and an opening dialogue from Natalie, played by Nina Dobrev. Her never-ending quest to find her
one true love has unfortunately become
her brand as a writer for a trendy LAbased blog. Even her boss won’t let her
stop going on horrible dates because of
how well people engage with her posts. After she drags a stumpy Christmas tree into
her one bedroom apartment, Natalie plops
on the couch and opens up Flirt Alert.
Surprisingly, Natalie finally comes across
an interesting profile and ends up sending
him the first message. And just like that,
she’s found herself hopelessly in love. It
only took the first 15 minutes of the movie
for her to risk everything for this new guy.
Could this finally be the match for Natalie?

By Remy Zerber

Spoiler Alert! This movie may have a
scene that could potentially put this movie
on the map. Natalie’s progressive philosophy has grown a distaste for the 1950’s
Christmas classic, Baby It’s Cold Outside.
In recent years, controversy has stirred as
many people started to really think about
the lyrics of this song. What sounds like a
dainty, romantic Christmas carol is really
a man not understanding what consent is.
As Natalie finds herself stuck in a caroling
performance for the eldery, she’s forced to
sing this song in front of a crowd. Her duet
partner Josh, played by Jimmy O. Yang,
begs her to go with flow and surprises her
with a new, modern rendition of the song.
Here’s a look at the first verse:
I really can’t stay
No problem there’s the door
I’ve got to go away
I hear ya, say no more
This evening has been
Totally consensual
So very nice
I hope you get home safe tonight
What more could we ask of a 21st century
holiday rom-com? A journalist with a failed
dating life, living in the heart of LA. The
difficulties of online dating. The emotional
relief best friend who won’t let Natalie give
up on love. An updated, millennial version
of a Christmas classic. Even Natalie’s lack
of enthusiasm for the holidays. Netflix really hit the nail for a cheesy, holiday romcom. Love Hard was the perfect movie to

Netflix kicks off their 2021 holiday collection with Love
Hard. The romantic comedy stars Nina Dobrev, Jimmy O.
Yang, Harry Shum Jr. and more. (Image Courtesy Netflix)

kick off the holiday season on Netflix. After 2 weeks of releasing, the movie steadily
kept its place on the platform’s top 10 list.
It is projected that Netflix will be having
about 10 more holiday movies to release
this year, including The Princess Switch 3.
Before even more cheesier and predictable
movies come out, check out Love Hard to
prepare you for this season.

Harry Styles Concert Report

Culture Columnist

Last week, I went to the Harry Styles concert in San Jose with my two friends. It was
a night to remember to say the least. Styles is
a great singer and performer. In case anyone
doesn’t know who he is, Harry Styles is an extremely talented and popular singer. He started off when he auditioned for the X-Factor in
the UK, and he got put in a band that would
eventually be called One Direction. However,
the band went on a hiatus in 2015 and all the
members started their solo careers.
Harry Styles is a performer who promotes
love and kindness. He even has a song called
“Treat People With Kindness” about treating
people well and making them feel good. He
practices this message at every show he does
by interacting with the audience. At the show
I went to in San Jose, he read a lot of signs
that his fans made. He even helped a fan come
out of the closet. After he helped the fan come
out, he exclaimed “Go forth and conquer on
your life of freedom!” He helps fans come
out a lot at his shows. He is a big advocate
for LGBTQ+ rights. This is just one way he
makes fans feel good.
People also love his music, which makes them
feel good about themselves. When I asked my
friend if this was his favorite concert he’s ever

been to, he said, “Harry Styles’ was definitely
[his] favorite concert that [he’s] ever been to.
It was a magical night that [he] wouldn’t be
able to recreate with any other artist. His interactivity with the audience was beautiful.” A
lot of fans like it when he interacts with them.
Harry also loves fashion. He wears something different and colorful for every show
he does. People also love this about him. He
wore red pants and a shiny, pink shirt for his
show in San Jose. For other shows of his tour,
he has worn outfits that are every color of the
rainbow. He has even worn sparkly outfits like
his all-black sparkly outfit that he wore for his
show in LA recently. His stylist, Harry Lambert, dresses him for all his events. His colorful
outfits show support for the LGBTQ+ community. He even wore a dress when he was on
the cover of Vogue magazine.
Harry’s lyrics are also a major attraction for
people. They are so poetic and some are deeply symbolic like the line “Strawberry lipstick
state of mind” from “Adore You.” His second
album, Fine Line, has a motif of fruit throughout it, which is the album “Adore You” is from.
Another example of the fruit motif is his song
“Watermelon Sugar,” which is a happy summer song about the feeling love gives people.
“Kiwi” is also a song with a fruit theme that I
highly recommend.

He even sometimes changes the lyrics to his
songs to fit the message he is trying to convey
that night. For example, at one of his shows,
he sang “Golden” with he/him pronouns instead of she/her pronouns. Unfortunately,
I did not get to experience this lyric change
because he did not do it at the show in San
Jose. He has done lyric changes for his other songs too, even songs from One Direction.
Harry and Louis used to change the lyrics to
their songs to be about each other all the time.
For example, they always used to change the
female pronouns in their songs to male pronouns. They did many other lyric changes
about other things too.
The Harry Styles show was one of the best
shows I have ever been to. I had a great time
with my friends there. Harry’s interactivity
with the audience was so cool to see in person. He is a great singer and performer. He
really knows how to entertain the audience.
His fashion choices that night were so good.
He even shows support for important issues
like LGBTQ+ rights. He is not afraid to blur
the line between sex and gender because he
wore a dress on the cover of Vogue magazine.
People also love Harry for his interesting and
poetic lyrics in his songs. Harry Styles is a
great performer who has something to offer to
everyone.
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Opinion
By Riley Mulcahy
Opinion Columnist

Pandemic Holidays, Round Two

Turkey, sharing what they are grateful
for, and appreciation of time off from
school and work. For most people, the
idea of the Holidays and seeing relatives is
a positive experience. However, holidays
can bring pain and stress to people who
do not have a family to share or have a
family they are not close to. Given that
we are still in a global pandemic, the
stress is magnified when we are expected
to gather in large groups, even with the
prevalence of vaccines.
According to Psychologist Adam
Grant, most people who feel the stresses
of the holidays are not necessarily
depressed. Instead, we as a collective
are “languishing.” Grant argues,
“Languishing is a sense of stagnation and
emptiness” in his viral New York Times
article. “It feels as if you’re muddling
through your days, looking at your life
through a foggy windshield. And it
might be the dominant emotion of 2021.”
We are living in an unprecedented time
where the social and the political are
intertwined.
Decisions to protect the wider community
have been made by both major parties.
When social and political unrest is

running rampant, we must understand
that languishing is an expected response.
As we head into the holiday season, we
also have to realize that people struggle
to thrive, but that does not mean they are
necessarily depressed.
Even though many of us are languishing,
there needs to be an acknowledgment
of those who are struggling. From a
personal perspective, I know that I have
struggled with social interactions since
socializing more because I have had to
learn how to interact with people I had
not seen in a year or longer. Although I
consider myself an extrovert, there is still
a sense of anxiety I feel when I see people
I have not seen for a long time or am in a
big group situation. This Holiday season,
it is crucial to give us a little more grace
regarding social interactions. For some
college students, this might be the first
time they have seen their parents since
the summer, or they might not be able to
go home at all due to travel restrictions.
The political landscape has not helped
people’s moods going into the Holidays.
Kyle Rittenhouse was found not guilty
last week for his part in killing two Black
Lives Matter protesters. Writer Julie
Lythcott Haims, who was previously the
Dean of Freshmen at Stanford, summed

up so many of the thoughts that a lot of
people are feeling right now: “Because
Rittenhouse had killed two white men,
I'd thought that the chances of a guilty
verdict were higher. Maybe they were.
Even so, the chances weren't high
enough.”
Instead of the typical Holiday stressors
of family drama or someone forgetting
to take food out of the oven, we are
now dealing with complex and difficult
conversations about race and privilege,
which are needed conversations but
challenging to have in the midst of
differing opinions and family dynamics.
When we hear about a white man being
acquitted for a crime in “self-defense,” the
holiday spirit can be tainted, especially
when there are others who might think
that he was in the right.
The Holidays will look different this
year. Some may not have the chance
to connect with family, or some may
struggle to sit across from their family.
The holidays can bring up feelings of
loneliness and isolation. However, there
is also an opportunity to reflect and try to
help others who also may be struggling in
the form of volunteering at a soup kitchen
or seeing what the town/ city is doing to
serve others and get involved in it.

A Swedish Christmas

How We Can Celebrate Christmas Without Pointless Consumerism
By Joseph Amir
Opinion Columnist
Is there a way to celebrate Christmas
while abstaining from Capitalism? I
know that Christmas holds many fond
memories of receiving presents and
spending time with family for most of
us. Still, American consumerist culture
has distorted Christmas into a poor
imitation of the original holiday, one that
does not involve celebrating what Jesus
stood for but instead stands for moving
out holiday inventory as stores institute
extended return policies and video game
studios put the finishing touches on their
blockbuster games so they can be purchased as Christmas gifts.
Stores put up their “Sale” banners, ready
to take advantage of shoppers who set aside
“gift money” so they can take as much of it
as possible to pay their CEOs and line the
pockets of their shareholders in dividends.
If you’re as tired of letting your wealth
trickle up as I am, my mixed religion family can teach you the way to combat this.
Raised in a split Jewish-Christian family, I didn’t really have much of an idea of
Christmas because the only family in the
United States was Jewish. As a result, I

never looked forward to Christmas gifts
because I already knew what I was getting, a $100 check from my grandparents,
to spend however I liked. We celebrated
Hanukkah very sedately, gathering at
my grandparents house where the focus was not on gifts (not that I didn’t get
any) but on social interaction. The value
was in eating with your family, not making gift lists. This allowed me to free up
mental energy that I would have focused
on dreaming about the things I was going to get towards focusing on my family
and spending this valuable time with my
grandparents and parents.
But when I did discover Christmas, it
was in a different form than most—
Swedish Christmas. My mother is Swedish, and as a result I have been traveling
to and from Uppsala and Stockholm ever
since I was 6 months old. I don’t remember my first Swedish Christmas exactly
because I was very young, but I do know
that I’m absolutely in love with the traditions surrounding it. The focus is not
on gift lists, or what you can buy, it lies
squarely on family and spending time
with those whom you love.
We start off the month with the Julkal-

ender, a 24-part miniseries aired each year
on SVT (the Swedish equivalent of PBS),
from December 1st until Christmas Eve. It is
a miniseries centering around children, usually 10-14 years old, and deals with the spirit
of Christmas. It is different every year, but
always revolves around saving Christmas
from some sort of threat. After we watch the
Julkalender together, we will spend some
more time together and look forward to
Christmas Eve (when the Swedes celebrate)
where we will get together and eat and drink
traditional Swedish fare.
Gifts are commonplace, yes, but the focus
is not on what we will get and I can’t recall
seeing sales anywhere nearly as heavily promoted as here in the US. We spend time with
our family, whom we love, and we talk, eat,
drink, and are merry. But then again, maybe
that’s only something you can do in a culture where wealth inequality is extremely
low, taxes are high, and social services are
available for all who need them. Either way,
be the first step towards change and spend
your money on your family in a better, more
mindful way, and remember that no matter
who buys something for you or not, you are
all family and you all love each other the best
way you know how.
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Opinion
Jingle Bezos

By Kiera O’Hara-Heinz

Visiting Opinion Columnist

With over 150 million subscribers worldwide, Amazon
has become ubiquitous with
online shopping. The coronavirus pandemic forced us
all to social distance inside
our homes, and many people
turned to online shopping retailers like Amazon as their
primary source of goods. Amazon is convenient, cheap, and
has almost anything you could
think of available with just the
click of your mouse. Despite
these obvious benefits, buying
from Amazon means supporting unethical business practices and growing Jeff Bezos’s
enormous wealth. So this holiday season, let’s cut back on
our Amazon shopping.
Amazon is very close to becoming a monopoly for internet sales. Amazon sales
account for almost 50% of all
online sales and five percent
of all retail across the United States. Amazon’s business
model prices out small companies, driving them into bankruptcy. In most states, Amazon is exempt from collecting
sales tax. Though this sometimes benefits the consumer,
it gives the corporation an advantage over competitors. The
company is not just limited
to the Amazon that we know

By Benjamin Noel

Visiting Opinion Columnist

This holiday season, let’s cut back on our Amazon shopping. Jeff
Bezos is already rich enough.
(Image Courtesy Kiera O’Hara-Heinz, Collegian Staff )

but is constantly acquiring
other companies. Jeff Bezos
also owns Whole Foods, Ring,
Twitch, and even The Washington Post.
Amazon supports police
surveillance. In 2018 Amazon bought the home security
company Ring.
The company has been criticized by many civil rights
groups for organizing secretive
deals with police departments
all over the United States. Amazon executive Dave Limp
has publicly hinted that in the
future Ring security cameras could use Amazon’s facial

recognition software. For the
most part, this technology is
unregulated and studies have
shown that even some of the
most advanced facial recognition software misidentify black
people at rates much higher
than they misidentify white
people. Amazon Echo devices
also have a universal back door
which means that Amazon can
use them as full-time listening
devices at any time. Santa Claus
is not the only one watching us
when we are sleeping anymore
(Bezos is that you?).
Amazon exploits its workers. Warehouse workers have

claimed that they do not have
access to toilets when they
are working and drivers have
claimed that they feel pressured to drive recklessly in
order to fulfill their deliveries.
Not only this, but Amazon has
pushed the deaths and injuries
of warehouse workers under
the rug. In 2017, Phillip Lee
Terry, a warehouse worker in
Indiana, was crushed by a forklift he was improperly trained
to operate. In 2018, 24 Amazon workers were injured and
hospitalized after a can of bear
spray was punctured by a robotic arm and in 2019 a worker died on the job from a heart
attack, laying on the floor for
twenty whole minutes before
they were given medical attention. Is this the sort of business
you really want to support this
holiday season?
There is no ethical consumption under capitalism. But
if you are able and have the
time and resources this holiday season, spend your money
somewhere more ethical. Shop
second-hand or make a homemade gift. Regifting is both
sustainable and free! Jeff Bezos
is already worth 205.5 billion dollars. He does not need
more money. No one likes an
Ebenezer Scrooge.

The Thanksgiving Debate

Next to the turkey and mashed potatoes, the
Thanksgiving debate is another entree at the table
of the holiday zeitgeist. By Thanksgiving debate,
I’m not referring to political conversations with
your uncle, pre-dinner walk philosophizing, or the
argument over the worst Thanksgiving food (sweet
potato casserole). No, the Thanksgiving debate is
the argument that the holiday itself should not be
celebrated. For some insight, let’s look at the history
of the holiday.
The first Thanksgiving in 1621 signified the alliance between the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag
Native Americans. As the story goes, the two parties got together for a feast of deer, fish, game birds,
and corn. The holiday has been celebrated since
1789 and starting in 1863 (the same year SMC was
founded), Thanksgiving has been an annual holiday
in the US. Thanksgiving served as a harvest festival,
a day of thanks for battles won, and a day of prayer
for the blessings received throughout the year.
This night of harmony, prayer, and thanks has
changed with the times. When most people’s livelihoods were more tied into the land they lived off of,
prayers for good weather and a good harvest were

the highlight of the holiday. Now, the thanks
given during this time refer more to the unity
of a family, as everyone gets time off from work
or school, and can come together for a night of
bonding.
Back to the debate. Thanksgiving, a time for
bonding and reflectiveness, has, due to pushes for retroactive political correctness, been far
overshadowed by the torments Native Americans faced at the hands of Europeans in the
following 300 years. People find the concept of
celebrating this brief unity between the settlers
and the Native Americans as brash and insensitive in light of the following centuries of conflict.
Some advocate for removing Thanksgiving from
our calendars or turning the holiday into a day of
mourning for Native Americans.
While the case against Thanksgiving comes
from a meaningful, powerful place, I make the
case in support of the holiday. The Thanksgiving
of today doesn’t solely represent the first feast,
and it barely resembles the harvest festival it once
was. Thanksgiving has come to represent family.
It is a time of the year in which kids come back
home from school, parents get time off of work,
and the family is whole for the break. Everyone

can work together to cook the meal or feel the
wrath of mom when you step foot in the kitchen, whatever tradition is in your household. This
holiday is celebrated across racial and religious
lines. Everyone can celebrate this feast, many,
putting their own cultural twists on the traditional feast. And besides taxes, it is one of the
only things that unites every single American.
Now the sufferings of Native Americans at the
hands of colonizers should not be forgotten by
the masses, but celebrating the modern Thanksgiving is not the antithesis to this point. One feast
does not undo real progress made on the ground
for Native American rights. Removing Thanksgiving would just be symbolic, and unhelpful in
the grand scheme of things. Example, the name
“Washington Redskins” was not found offensive
by 9 out of 10 Native Americans.
Much has remained the same since the first
Thanksgiving of 400 years ago to the Thanksgiving of today. But so much more has changed.
While we understand the history of the night and
respect those who have been disenfranchised, the
holiday has transformed into something beautiful and worth celebrating for 400 more years.
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How SMC’s International Athletes Celebrate Thanksgiving
By Eden Llodrá
Sports Reporter
As the trees on campus turn a red-orange
and students begin to bundle up, Thanksgiving
break arrives. For most students, this is a time
to reunite with family and friends, eat turkey
and mashed potatoes, and possibly watch a
football game. However, for international students, specifically athletes, going home for a
week is oftentimes out of the question. Nevertheless, team members get together on their
own and make sure they spend quality time
being grateful for each other’s company.
Caelen Potts, a junior on the men’s tennis
team said, “Nearly all of our team is international so we can’t go home for Thanksgiving
break. But we still get together with friends
and try to celebrate the American tradition.”
When asked about the team’s plans for
Thanksgiving break, Valentin Kurz, a junior on
the soccer team said, “Most American players
from the team go home for Thanksgiving, so
the international students usually go with one
of their American teammates to their home.”
The soccer team, like all teams at Saint Marys,
aims to be inclusive and make sure the team-

By Ryan Ford
Sports Reporter
Every year on Thanksgiving, sports
fans are treated to NFL football.
This tradition has been around
since the league’s inception in
1920, featuring three games that
play throughout the day.
As part of this tradition, two franchises are always featured during
the holiday celebration: the Detroit
Lions and the Dallas Cowboys.
Both teams play at home, while
the third game of the day can
be assigned to any matchup the
schedule makers deem worthy.
Here is a preview of the Thanksgiving games on deck this holiday
season, as well as players and
matchups to keep an eye on. (All
stats and information as of Nov.
19)
Chicago Bears at Detroit Lions
(9:30 AM)
The first game of the day pits
the Chicago Bears (3-6) up against
the winless Detroit Lions (0-8-1).
This game is far from a marquee
matchup, but young talent will be
on display all over the field.
The Chicago Bears are technically still in the playoff hunt (only 2
games out of the 7th seed as of
this writing), but their main priority
for the rest of the season should
be rookie quarterback Justin Fields’
development. Fields has had an upand-down rookie season but has a
favorable matchup here against Detroit, who have the 3rd worst scoring and rushing defense in football.
Look for the Bears utilizing Fields’
dual-threat ability in this one.
Meanwhile, it’s been hard to find
silver linings for the Detroit Lions’
abysmal 0-8-1 start. Jared Goff has
struggled (his 27.3 QBR is worst
among qualified starters), and the
defense lacks playmakers (21st in
takeaways). On a positive note,
second-year running back D’Andre

mates all have a place to stay, especially
during a holiday break.
This year, Kurz said, “My roommate, from New
Zealand, and I (from Germany) are taking a trip
up to Seattle to celebrate.”
Since Thanksgiving is only celebrated in
America, international athletes normally would
not celebrate the holiday at home. Kurz said,
“Thanksgiving in itself doesn’t make me miss
home more than usual since we don’t have
Thanksgiving back home.” This break does
not instigate the feeling of homesickness for
abroad students, yet is a family-oriented time
for most American students.
During this break, it is clear that Saint Mary’s
teams make an effort to celebrate together.
From spending so much time training together, living and breathing their sport, they have
become a family. Even though international
athletes do not get to go home for the week,
Potts said, “We all have similar friend groups,
so no matter what we usually spend time together.”
As the air has crisped and the leaves fall,
autumn is here at Saint Mary’s, and athletes
both local and foreign unite to celebrate the
meaning of family.

Happy
HolidaysFrom
The
CollegianStaff

NFL On Thanksgiving

(Image courtesy of NJ.com)

Swift has been making fantasy
owners happy (ranks 5th among
RB’s in PPR leagues), and firstround rookie tackle Penei Sewell
has flashed the traits that made
him a blue-chip prospect.
Still, if the Lions lose at home to
a rookie QB that they could have
drafted themselves while Goff
stinks up the joint, the wound
might sting a little more for a
team that is still eyeing their first
win of the season. The Chicago
Bears are road favorites, favored
by 3 points per DraftKings.
Las Vegas Raiders at Dallas Cowboys (1:30 PM)
The Cowboys are having a great
season thus far, sitting at 7-2 and
in the mix for the number one
seed in the NFC. Dak Prescott has
been excellent (85.2 PFF grade),
their offensive line is as good
as any in football, and young
playmakers Trevon Diggs and
Micah Parsons have rejuvenated
the defense (4th in the league in
takeaways).
The Las Vegas Raiders, however,
haven’t had many things go right

this year. After a 5-2 start, the
Raiders have been outscored in
their last two games 64-30, and
appear to be feeling the effects
of head coach Jon Gruden’s resignation and wide receiver Henry
Ruggs’ arrest. And if things get
any worse, general manager Mike
Mayock will likely be the next
to go following years of questionable draft picks and roster
decisions.
The Raiders will certainly come
into this game as a more desperate team, but this will be
a tough matchup for the road
team, as the Cowboys are 4-1
at home and 8-1 against the
spread this season. Dallas is
currently favored by 7 points per
DraftKings.
Buffalo Bills at New Orleans
Saints (5:20 PM)
The Buffalo Bills (6-3) travel to
New Orleans to face off against
the Saints (5-4), concluding the
Thursday night games. A month
ago, this seemed like it may be
the best matchup of the day.

Tune in JanTerm for our
Newest Editions

Unfortunately, Saints’ quarterback Jameis Winston tore his
ACL a few weeks ago following
a hot start to the season, and
it’s hard to get excited about
their offense with perennial
back-up Trevor Siemian calling
the shots.
But New Orleans’ head coach
Sean Payton is as good an
offensive mind as there is in
football, while their defense has
been a strong unit all season
long (1st in rushing yards allowed, 6th in points allowed per
game). You also have to throw
in the fact that the Bills have
had some very questionable
performances this year, despite
their talent.
The Bills field the best defense in football (1st in both
total yards and points allowed
per game), and quarterback
Josh Allen even in a somewhat
down-year finds himself top
7 in passing yards per game
(289.1), passing touchdowns
(19), and QBR (60.4). They have
dominant wins where they seem
like the best team in the AFC
and lead the league in point
differential (+145), but they’ve
also lost to the 2-7 Jacksonville
Jaguars and didn’t look great
against the 3-7 Miami Dolphins
the week before that.
Both teams are battling for
playoff seeding, and given the
dominance of their respective
defenses, expect a low-scoring
grind-it-out type showcase to
end the Thanksgiving slate of
games. Buffalo currently stands
as 4.5 point favorite per DraftKings.
Scores:
Bears win 16-14
Raiders win 36-33
Bills win 31-6

